Meszsage Three

Preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom and Discipling the Nations
for the Enlargement and Ultimate Consummation of the Tabernacle of God

Scripture Heading: Mall. 24:14; 25:19-20a; Gen. 3:26-27; Rev. 21:2.3

I. *This gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole inhabited earth
for a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come™—Matt.
24:14:
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The pospel of the kingdom, which includes the gospel of grace, brings people
not only into God’s salvation but alse into the kingdom of the heavens—Acts
20:24: Hev. 1.9:

1. The gospel of grace emphasizes forgiveness of sins, God's redemption, and
eternal life—Luke 24:47; John 3:15-16.

2. The gospel of the kingdom emphasizes Lhe heavenly ruling of God and Lhe
authority of the Lord—Matt. 28:18.

The gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whele carth for a testimony

to all the nations hefore the end, the consummation, ol this age:

1. The preaching of the gospel of the kingdom, sipnified by the white horse in
the first zeal in Revelation 6:1-2, will be a sign of the consummation of this
age.

2. The gospel of the kingdom iz a lestimony to all the nations (Gentiles); this
testimony must spread to the whaole earth before the end of this age, the
time of the great tribulation—Matt. 24:6.

The goapel is for the kingdom, and the pospel is proclaimed =0 that rebellions

sinners might be saved, qualified, and equipped to enter into the kingdom

4:17: Marlk 1:14-15; Acts 8:12.

Hepentance is mainly for us lo enler into the kingdom of God; unless we

repent—that is, have a change of concept—we cannot enter into the kingdom —

Martt., 3:2; 4:17; Marle 1:15.

Through regeneralion we receive the divine lile and are transferred into the

kingdom of the Son of God's love—John 3:3, 5, 15: Col. 1:13.

We should scek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and not be

anxinud concerning our malerial needs—Matt. 6:19-34.

We need to be today's Jonah, bearing the unique sign of the crucified, buried,

and resurrccted life that has become the reigning life—12:38-41; Hom. 5:17,

Wa should fllow the Lamb wherever He may go to preach the gospel of the

kingdom to the whole inhabited carth for the propagation and development of

the seed of the kingdom to consummate this ape—Rev, 14:4; Mark 4:26.

“T believe that the churches in the Lord’s recovery will bear the burden to

bring this gospel to all the inhabited earth. The gospel of grace has bean

preached in every conlinent, bul not the gospel of the kingdom. The gospel of
grace is the lower gospel, but the gospel of the kingdom is the higher goapel.

This higher goapel will be brought to every conlinent through the churches in

the Lord's recovery” (Life-study of Matthew, p. T19)



II. “Go therefore and disciple all the nations, baptizing them into the name
of the Falher and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that I have commanded you”—Matt. 28:19-20a;

TI1.
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In Matthew the goal of the gospel of the kingdom is to bring people into God o
make Lhem cilizens of Lhe kingdom of the heavens—v. 19; Rom. 14:17,
Through His death Christ entered inte His resurreclion lo carey ool His
ministry in the stage of inclusion through ITis Body to accomplish God's
eternal ceonomy—>Mall, 28:18; Rom, 12:4-5; 1 Cor. 12:12; Eph. 4:16; 3:9-11.
Because all authority was given to Him, the heavenly King sent His disciples
with Hiz authority to disciple the nations, causing them to become the
kingdom people fur the establishing of His kingdom—D>Matl., 28:18-19.

. The Lord charged us to haptize the helievers “into the name of the Father and

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”; to baptize people into the name of the
Triune God is to immerse them into all thal the Triune God iz and to bring
them into spiritual and mystical union with Him—v, 19,

For 1he diseipling of all the nations, the Lord Jesus charged us to teach the
believers to observe all that He has commanded us—y. 20a.

The Lord commissioned the disciples to save and gather all God’s chosen people
from Jerusalem through Judea and Samaria and unto the uttermost part of
Lhe carth—all the world, all the nations—Acta 1:8.

In Genesis 9:28 and 27 Noah prophesied, saying, “Blessed be Jehoval, /
The God of Shem” and “May God enlarge Japheth, / And lel him dwell in
the tents of Shem™
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In Noah's prophetic word concerning his sons, Shem (the forefather of the
Hebrews, the Jows) was bleszad Lo have God as his God; God became has
hlessing, and God is the reat, peace, enjoyment, and =zalvalion 1o man—v. 26,
Noah prophesied that Japheth would be enlarged and dwell in the tents of
Shem—y, 27:

1. Japheth iz the forefather of the Europeans, who have been enlarged,
capecially during the last five centurics.

2. Nu maller how mueh Japheth has been enlarged, God said that he would
dwell in the tents of Shem; the Buropeans have become slrong and
enlarged, but they must dwell in the tents of Shem:

a, A tenl iz a place where peaple may dwell, rest, and have peace and
enjoyment.

b. Japheth's dwelling m the tents of Shem indieates that if Japheth and
his descendants would e blessed and enjoy God as their rest. peace,
enjoyment, and salvation, they must helieve in the God of the Jews—
el John 424,

¢, When the Lord Jesus came as a seed ol Abraham and a descendant of
Shem, He became the tent, the tabernacle, which will tonzummats in
the New Jerusalem as the ultimate tent of Shem, the tabernacle of God
with men for elernity, in which numerous Ol and New Teatament
saints from all the nations will dwell to participate in the elernal
hlessing ol the eternal life—1:14; Hev, 21:2-3.
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